
Intercropping with Pistachios 

Since pistachios take relatively long to yield, intercropping is an effective 

way to obtain economic benefits from your orchard by growing other crops 

alongside pistachios. Many crops can be grown with pistachios, such as 

beans, peas, clover, melons, and cotton. These plants not only provide 

additional income but also offer benefits to the orchard. For example, 

legumes like peas, beans, and clover fix nitrogen from the air into the soil, 

which improves soil fertility for the pistachios. 

However, to avoid competition between the pistachios and intercrops, 

several factors should be considered: 

1. Distance: Crops should be planted at least 50 cm away from the 

trees on both sides to reduce competition for nutrients and water. 

2. Irrigation: The water needs of intercrops and pistachios differ. 

Proper planning is required to ensure both receive adequate water. 

3. Light Requirements: Pistachios require full sunlight. Intercrops 

should be low-growing or shade-tolerant to avoid blocking sunlight 

from the trees. 

4. Soil Fertility and Nutrition: While legumes improve soil nitrogen, 

other crops may compete for nutrients. Soil testing can help 

determine if additional fertilization is needed. 

5. Pest and Disease Management: Some intercrops can attract pests 

or diseases that affect pistachios. Choose crops that do not share 

major pests or use crop rotation strategies to minimize risks. 

6. Timing and Growth Cycle: Select crops that complement the 

pistachio growth cycle, either by completing their life cycle before 

periods of high water demand or by growing alongside without heavy 

competition. 

7. Harvesting and Machinery Access: Ensure intercrops do not 

obstruct orchard access for harvesting pistachios or performing 

maintenance. Avoid crops that grow too tall or dense near the trunks. 

8. Economic Considerations: Choose intercrops based on market 

demand, price stability, and input costs to ensure they provide real 

economic benefit to the farmer. 

 


